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Power is arguably one of the key concepts within the socia sciences. The Sage
Handbook of Power is the first touchstone for any student or researcher wishing to
initiate them selves in the ‘state of the art’ in this subject.

Internationally acclaimed as at the top of their field, Stewart Clegg and Mark Haugaard
have joined forces to select a collection of papers written by scholars with global
reputations for excellence. These papers bridge different conceptual and theoretical
positions and draw on many disciplines, including politics, sociology and cultural
studies. The sweep and richness of the resulting Handbook will help readers contextualise
and grow their understanding of this dynamic and important subject area

Power rather like money and trust in economics is somehow both central and illusive
in sociology. It is aso misguidedly thought to be the subject matter primarily of politics
rather than the socia sciences as a whole. The Handbook of Power does a magnificent
job in rescuing power and rendering it central to contemporary socia thought. The
Handbook is comprehensive in covering everything from liberalism to Marxism,
from state to culture, and from rational choice to regulation theory. It explores a
cluster of concepts around the main framework: legitimacy, authority, identity,
culture, gender and resistance. It is generous in its disciplinary range: geography,
sociology, politics, anthropology and international relations.

A work of considerable scholarship, intelligence and endeavour, it will provide
successive generations of students with a trustworthy guide to the analysis of power.
At the same time, it will be an indispensable reference work for the social sciences
broadly conceived.
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Chapter 21
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Conclusion
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