
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-42908-5 — The Unstoppable Human Species
John J. Shea
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

CONTENTS

List of Figures page x

List of Tables xii

List of Boxes xiii

Preface xv

Acknowledgments xviii

 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

An Unstoppable Species? 

Population Movements 

Questions about Human Evolution: Who, How, and Why 

Explaining the Past 

How This Book Is Organized 

 Hard Evidence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Time: Geochronology 

Fossils: Paleontology and Zooarchaeology 

Artifacts: Archaeology 

Genes: Molecular Anthropology 

Summary 

 Who Are These People? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Humans as Primates 

How Do Humans Differ from Other Animals? 

How Do Humans Differ from One Another? 

Summary 

 How Did They Get Here? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Arrows on Maps 

Survival Archaeology 

The Big Six Survival Challenges 

Ancestral Survival Skills 

An Integrative Ancestral Survival Skills Hypothesis 

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781108429085
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-42908-5 — The Unstoppable Human Species
John J. Shea
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Reasonable Assumptions? 

Summary 

 Ancient Africans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Geography: The “Four Africas” 

Important Ancient African Paleoanthropological Sites 

Ancient African Hominin Fossils 

Ancient African Archaeology 

Ancient Africans’ Survival Strategies 

Interpretive Issues about Ancient Africans 

Summary 

 Going East: First Asians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Geography: The Levant, Arabia, and India 

Important First Asian Paleoanthropological Sites 

First Asian Hominin Fossils 

First Asian Archaeology 

First Asians’ Survival Strategies 

Interpretive Issues about First Asians 

Summary 

 Down Under: Early Southeast Asians and Sahulians . . . . . . . 

Geography: Sunda, Sahul, and Wallacea 

Important Southeast Asian and Sahulian Paleoanthropological Sites 

Southeast Asian and Sahulian Hominin Fossils 

Pleistocene Archaeology of Southeast Asia and Sahul 

Southeast Asians’ and Sahulians’ Survival Strategies 

Interpretive Issues about Southeast Asians and Sahulians 

Summary 

 Neanderthal Country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Geography: Northwestern Eurasia before  Ka 

Important Neanderthal Paleoanthropological Sites 

Neanderthal Fossils 

Neanderthal Archaeology 

Neanderthals’ Survival Strategies 

Interpretive Issues about Neanderthals 

Summary 

 Going North: Early Eurasians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Geography: Northern Eurasia after  Ka 

Important Early Eurasian Paleoanthropological Sites 

Early Eurasian Fossils 

Early Eurasian Archaeology 

Early Eurasians’ Survival Strategies 

Interpretive Issues about Early Eurasians 

Summary 

viii Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108429085
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-42908-5 — The Unstoppable Human Species
John J. Shea
Table of Contents
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

 A Brave New World: Pleistocene Americans . . . . . . . . . . . 

Geography: Pleistocene Beringia and the Americas 

Important Pleistocene American Sites 

Pleistocene American Fossils 

Pleistocene American Archaeology 

Pleistocene Americans’ Survival Strategies 

Interpretive Issues about Pleistocene Americans 

Summary 

 Movable Feasts: Food Producers and Migrations . . . . . . . . . 

Food Production 

A Survival Archaeology Perspective on Food Production 

Detecting Food Production 

Migrations by Food Producers 

Detecting Migrations by Food Producers 

Migrations by Hunter-Gatherers 

Summary 

 Distant Horizons and Stars Beckon: Oceanic Islands

and Beyond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Oceanic Migrations 

Pacific Ocean Migrations: The Road of the Winds 

Pacific Ocean Migrations: A Survival Archaeology Perspective 

Future Human Migrations: The Road of the Stars 

Summary 

. Unstoppable? Human Extinction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Unlikely Extinction Threats 

Likely Extinction Threats 

Pseudo-Extinction? 

. Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

How Did They Do It? 

Differences between Early Humans and Living Humans 

Why Us? 

What Must We Do? 

Appendix A: Traditional Archaeological Age-Stages 

Appendix B: Survival Archaeology Recommended Readings 

Appendix C: Further Reading 

Glossary 

Bibliography 

Index 

Contents ix

www.cambridge.org/9781108429085
www.cambridge.org

