
Summary of Content
1 Introduction   1

Part I: Textual Analysis

2 Credit Transactions   39
2.1 Creation of the Obligation   41
2.2 Fulfillment of the Obligation   81

3 Default and Dependency   133
3.1 General Remarks and Terminology   133
3.2 Dependency caused by Default   147
3.3 Dependency Related to Hardship   197
3.4 Chattel Slavery   216
3.5 Release   227

Part II: Synthesis

4 The Emar Credit System   239
4.1 The Corpus of Texts   239
4.2 Purpose and Types of Documents   240
4.3 Lent Commodities   247
4.4 Interest   250
4.5 Security for Debt   252
4.6 Private-sector Debts and State Debts   271
4.7 Principals and Moneylenders   273
4.8 Credit in Business and Commercial Activities   284
4.9 Debt Settlement   294
4.10 The Economic Context of Credit Transactions at Emar   300

5 Forms of Dependency at Emar   307
5.1 Consequences of Default and Hardship   311
5.2 The Slave Market   323
5.3 Redemption and Manumission   337
5.4 Final Considerations on Dependency at Emar   348



X   Summary of Content

6 Conclusions   361

7 Appendix   381

8 Bibliography   575

Personal Name Index   599

Source Index   617



Contents
Acknowledgments   VII

List of Figures   XVII

List of Tables   XIX

Abbreviations   XXI

1 Introduction   1
1.1 The City of Emar: History, Chronology, and Society   1
1.2 Purpose and Goals of the Study   9
1.3 Family Archives and Dossiers   17
1.3.1 The Family of Zū-Baʿla   19
1.3.2 The Family of Ḫima   22
1.3.3 The Family of Milki-Dagan   23
1.3.4 The Family of Kutbe   24
1.3.5 The Family of Awiru   25
1.3.6 The Family of Apilu   26
1.3.7 Minor Dossiers and Other Notable Individuals   27
1.3.8 The Merchants from House 5   31
1.4 Excursus 1: Real Properties   32
1.5 Excursus 2: Legal Clauses   33

Part I: Textual Analysis

2 Credit Transactions   39
2.1 Creation of the Obligation   41
2.1.1 Syrian Documents   50
2.1.1.1 Hirayama 33   50
2.1.1.2 Hirayama 34   52
2.1.1.3 RE 96   53
2.1.1.4 RE 84   54
2.1.2 Syro-Hittite Documents   55
2.1.2.1 E 278, E 277, E 209, E 319 and E 279   55
2.1.2.2 E 75, E 87 and E 88   61
2.1.2.3 Hirayama 40   64
2.1.2.4 TBR 49   65



XII   Contents

2.1.2.5 TBR 27   67
2.1.2.6 RE 72 and RE 75   69
2.1.2.7 TBR 34   70
2.1.2.8 RE 18   72
2.1.2.9 JCS40 3   72
2.1.2.10 RE 60   73
2.1.2.11 PdA 68   74
2.1.3 A Middle Babylonian Document (E 24)   76
2.1.4 A Middle Assyrian Document (RE 19)   77
2.1.5 A Tablet in an Unknown Script (GsK 5)   79
2.2 Fulfillment of the Obligation   81
2.2.1 Repayment of Debts   82
2.2.1.1 Syrian Documents   87
2.2.1.1.1 TBR 82   87
2.2.1.1.2 E 109   88
2.2.1.2 Syro-Hittite Documents   90
2.2.1.2.1 E 200   90
2.2.1.2.2 E 119, E 115 and E 116   91
2.2.1.2.3 E 85   95
2.2.1.2.4 E 21   96
2.2.1.2.5 TBR 28 and TBR 29   97
2.2.1.2.6 RE 65   98
2.2.1.2.7 Anatolica 16   99
2.2.1.2.8 TBR 33   100
2.2.1.2.9 TBR 65   100
2.2.1.2.10 E 123   101
2.2.1.2.11 Hirayama 39   102
2.2.1.2.12 BLMJ 12   102
2.2.1.2.13 ASJ13 A   104
2.2.1.2.14 RE 58   105
2.2.1.3 Babylonian Documents   106
2.2.1.3.1 E 23   106
2.2.1.3.2 E 26   106
2.2.2 Family Law Contracts   109
2.2.2.1 Adoptions   114
2.2.2.1.1 E 213   114
2.2.2.1.2 TBR 78   117
2.2.2.1.3 TBR 74   118
2.2.2.1.4 RE 25   119
2.2.2.1.5 RE 88   121



Contents   XIII

2.2.2.2 palāḫu Contracts   121
2.2.2.2.1 RE 10 and RE 13   121
2.2.2.2.2 SMEA30 9   124
2.2.3 Lawsuits Concerning the Fulfillment of Obligations   125
2.2.3.1 MFA 1977.114   127
2.2.3.2 E 127   127
2.2.3.3 E 28   129
2.2.3.4 TBR 36   129
2.2.3.5 TBR 84   131

3 Default and Dependency   133
3.1 General Remarks and Terminology   133
3.1.1  Legal Clauses in Documents pertaining to Debt and Famine  

Slavery   138
3.1.2 The Boundaries of Slavery at Emar   142
3.2 Dependency caused by Default   147
3.2.1 Indentured Labor   148
3.2.1.1 amēlūtu Documents   160
3.2.1.1.1 amēlūtu Contracts without the palāḫu Formula   160
3.2.1.1.1.1 E 77   160
3.2.1.1.1.2 RA77 5   161
3.2.1.1.1.3 ASJ10 A   162
3.2.1.1.2 amēlūtu Contracts with the palāḫu Formula   163
3.2.1.1.2.1 E 117   164
3.2.1.1.2.2 TBR 39 and TBR 40   165
3.2.1.1.2.3 E 16   166
3.2.1.1.2.4 QVO5 2   168
3.2.1.1.2.5 Hirayama 38   169
3.2.1.1.3 A Testament concerning Two amēlūtus (RE 39)   169
3.2.1.2 Non-amēlūtu Contracts Regulating Indentured Labor   171
3.2.1.2.1 RE 63   171
3.2.1.2.2 E 86   173
3.2.2 Dependency Deriving from Pledge Law   174
3.2.2.1 E 77, RA77 5 and ASJ10 A   174
3.2.2.2 AOAT 265.1   176
3.2.3 Debt Slavery   178
3.2.3.1 Sales into Debt Slavery   182
3.2.3.1.1 TBR 44   182
3.2.3.1.2 TBR 26   182
3.2.3.2 Enslavement for Debt   184



XIV   Contents

3.2.3.2.1 Enslavement Contracts   184
3.2.3.2.1.1 GsK 1 and Hirayama 36   184
3.2.3.2.1.2 E 121   185
3.2.3.2.1.3 E 215   186
3.2.3.2.2 Lawsuits Establishing Enslavement for Debt   187
3.2.3.2.2.1 E 205   187
3.2.3.2.2.2 E 252   188
3.2.3.2.2.3 E 33   190
3.2.4 Unclear Types of Dependency for Debt   191
3.2.4.1 Contracts Regulating Unclear Types of Dependency for Debt   192
3.2.4.1.1 Hirayama 37   192
3.2.4.1.2 TBR 25   193
3.2.4.2  A Lawsuit Ruling on an Unclear Type of Dependency for Debt 

(Subartu 17)   195
3.3 Dependency Related to Hardship   197
3.3.1 Sales into Famine Slavery   197
3.3.1.1 E 217   199
3.3.1.2 E 79, E 83 and E 84   201
3.3.1.3 E 118   202
3.3.1.4 AuOr5 12   203
3.3.1.5 E 7   205
3.3.1.6 TBR 52   205
3.3.1.7 ASJ10 E   206
3.3.1.8 AuOr5 11   206
3.3.1.9 Hirayama 18   207
3.3.1.10 Hirayama 17   208
3.3.2 Various Forms of Dependency Related to Hardship   208
3.3.2.1 Adoptions due to Hardship   209
3.3.2.1.1 Syrian Documents   209
3.3.2.1.1.1 E 256   209
3.3.2.1.1.2 TBR 48   211
3.3.2.1.2 Syro-Hittite Documents   212
3.3.2.1.2.1 E 216   212
3.3.2.1.2.2 TBR 77   212
3.3.2.2 palāḫu Contracts for Hardship   213
3.3.2.2.1 GsK 2   213
3.3.2.2.2 RE 26   215
3.4 Chattel Slavery   216
3.4.1 Sale-related Documents   218
3.4.1.1 A Syrian Sale of Slaves (Iraq54 5)   218



Contents   XV

3.4.1.2 Syro-Hittite Documents   218
3.4.1.2.1 E 211, E 214 and E 224   218
3.4.1.2.2 E 35   220
3.4.1.2.3 Hirayama 40   221
3.4.1.2.4 E 127   221
3.4.1.3 A Babylonian Letter (E 25)   222
3.4.2 Slave Transactions of Uncertain Nature   222
3.4.2.1 A Letter of Unknown Provenance (JA 303)   222
3.4.2.2 A Syro-Hittite Document (Hirayama 41)   223
3.4.3 Slaves in Documents of Various Content   223
3.4.3.1 Donations of Slaves   223
3.4.3.2 Slaves in Various Transactions   224
3.4.3.2.1 TBR 79   225
3.4.3.2.2 E 91   225
3.4.3.2.3 TBR 75   226
3.4.3.2.4 E 257   226
3.5 Release   227
3.5.1 Redemption   230
3.5.1.1 E 221   230
3.5.1.2 BLMJ 2   230
3.5.1.3 RE 25   231
3.5.2 Manumission   231
3.5.2.1 RE 27   232
3.5.2.2 RE 66   233
3.5.2.3 TBR 32   234
3.5.2.4 E 177   234
3.5.2.5 TBR 41   235
3.5.2.6 RE 26   235

Part II: Synthesis

4 The Emar Credit System   239
4.1 The Corpus of Texts   239
4.2 Purpose and Types of Documents   240
4.3 Lent Commodities   247
4.4 Interest   250
4.5 Security for Debt   252
4.5.1 Securities in Productive Debts   258
4.5.2 Securities in Consumptive Debts   259



XVI   Contents

4.5.3  The Nature of the Pledge: Possessory, Hypothecary, 
and Antichretic Pledges   262

4.5.4 Redemption of Pledges   266
4.5.5 The Value Relation between Debts and Pledges   267
4.6 Private-sector Debts and State Debts   271
4.7 Principals and Moneylenders   273
4.7.1 Archives and Dossiers   273
4.7.2 The Social Position of the Principals   279
4.8 Credit in Business and Commercial Activities   284
4.9 Debt Settlement   294
4.9.1 Repayment of Debts   294
4.9.2 Alienated Properties and Redemption   296
4.9.3 Debt Settlement in Family Law Contracts   298
4.10 The Economic Context of Credit Transactions at Emar   300

5 Forms of Dependency at Emar   307
5.1 Consequences of Default and Hardship   311
5.1.1  Temporary Forms of Dependency for Debt: Indentured Labor and 

Pledge   311
5.1.2 Debt Slavery and Other Forms of Dependency for Debt   319
5.1.3 Dependency related to Hardship   322
5.2 The Slave Market   323
5.2.1 Prices of Slaves   323
5.2.2 Masters and Slaves   333
5.3 Redemption and Manumission   337
5.4 Final Considerations on Dependency at Emar   348

6 Conclusions   361

7 Appendix   381

8 Bibliography   575

Personal Name Index   599

Source Index   617


