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2. Persian, Urdu, and Ottoman Turkish
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4. Other Semitic languages

Please use the transliteration systems outlined in the Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research (BASOR) 262
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Editor’s Foreword

While Saudi Arabia’s first inscribed World Heritage Site,
Hegra (al-Hijr) — Nabataean sister city of Petra — may be
the best-known archaeological site in north-west Saudi
Arabia, the region is extremely rich in cultural heritage
beyond it. The special session Revealing Cultural Landscapes
in North-west Arabia, included in the 54th Seminar for
Arabian Studies (delayed from 2020 to 2021), presented
the latest findings at a range of sites in this critical but
understudied area of Saudi Arabia, showcasing a deep
and complex past through many millennia.

From the late twentieth century onwards, most
archaeological investigations of various scales and
duration in north-west Arabia have been focused
on the oases with long settlement histories. These
sites, which include al-Bad® (Maghayir Shu‘ayb),
al-‘Ula, ‘Ayntinah, Diimah, Hegra, Qurayyah, Sakaka, and
Tayma’ (Fig. 1, overleaf), have been the subject of several
research projects conducted by various institutions
in partnership with the former Saudi Commission for
Tourism and National Heritage (SCTH, prior the Saudi
Commission for Tourism and Antiquities [SCTA] and the
Supreme Commission for Tourism [SCT]), and currently
the Ministry of Culture - Heritage Commission.

Since the establishment of the Royal Commission for
AlUla (RCU) in 2017, aresult of Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030,
extraordinary attention and resources have been exacted
on the study of the archaeological assets and cultural
heritage of al-‘Ula County, within its oases and beyond,
and shortly after of Khaybar, when parts came under
RCU’s jurisdiction. A strategy and initial programme
of research projects were established, and in 2019 the
French Agency for the Development of AlUla (Afalula),
the key partner of RCU, began sponsoring archaeological
research as well. Unsurprisingly, therefore, recent work
in al-‘Ula and Khaybar predominate the volume.

The results and analyses offered in the articles derive
from survey, extensive targeted excavation at multiple
sites, and intensive excavation and studies at single sites.

Archaeological survey has been conducted at all

levels. An exceptional archaeological landscape survey
was carried out in al-‘Ula County, divided into ‘core’ and
‘hinterland’, recording on the ground and from the air
feature types of every time period within its extent of
more than 22,000 km? Documenting the al-‘Ula oasis
in detail followed, with a multidisciplinary diachronic
studly — mapping and investigating the complex
dynamics of development and settlement. Khaybar, a
hitherto unexplored sub-region of the Hijaz, has had
two projects in play: an extension of the broad aerial
al-‘Ula survey with targeted ground investigations and
a multidisciplinary team mapping and establishing
nuanced understanding of its cultural oasis and
settlement.

Study at single sites highlights outstanding cultural
expressions and sheds light on the use of specific
structures or areas over time. A Neolithic site with
unparalleled life-sized camels in high relief discovered at
Sakaka adds an entirely new dimension to the rock art of
Saudi Arabia. Targeted excavations at selected structures
in al-Ula have revealed extraordinarily complex
practices and interactions with the environment at the
Neolithic mustatil and standing stone circles as well as
refined the chronology of the large number of funerary
structures dating from the Chalcolithic to the Bronze
Age. Aspects of the geoarchaeological analyses of the
al-‘Ula oasis figure in the interpretation presented of
excavations at Tall al-Salimiyah, near the exceptional
Iron Age city of the region, Dadan. The evidence
for Hegra, also thriving then as a Lihyanite ‘suburb’
prior to the Nabataean period, is explored through
pre-Nabataean numismatic and ceramic evidence
recovered at the site.

Together the papers present a range of recent
discoveries that demonstrate north-west Arabia’s
centrality to understanding the greater region and
further and to begin to clarify the extraordinary richness
of life in this pivotal zone of the Arabian Peninsula from
the Palaeolithic through to the Islamic period.

Rebecca Foote

Director of Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Research, Royal Commission for AlUla

November 2022
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FIGURE 1. A map of key oases in north-west Arabia (L. Morabito).




