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Passage through the Suez Canal of the AGIP (ENI Group) oil tanker, recognisable
from the typical six-legged dog, the symbol of AGIP. Frame from the documen-
tary film I/ Canale by Bernardo Bertolucci (1966, commissioned by ENI, Ente
nazionale idrocarburi)

© CSC-Archivio Nazionale Cinema Impresa, courtesy of ENT



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I wish to thank Gianmaria Gros-Pietro, chairman of Intesa Sanpaolo, for
the generous sponsorship of the international conference from which this
book originates, and Giovanna Paladini for her liaison work; Romano
Prodi and Alessandro Ovi for friendly support of the project; the
Dipartimento Culture Politica e Societa of the Universita di Torino;
Massimo Mori, president of the Accademia delle Scienze in Turin, for hav-
ing hosted the conference in the Accademia’s beautiful rooms and Elena
Borgi for collaboration on the documentary material of the Accademia’s
Library. I also thank for having variously contributed to the conference
Francesca Biancani, Lucia Carminati, Giovanni Costenaro, Paolo Gallarati,
Bahar Gursel, Nicola Labanca, Gaetano La Nave, Peppino Ortoleva, Lucy
Riall, Marcello Tadini, Alessandra Venturini. Attempts to involve Egyptian
scholars in this project met with difficulties of various kind. I hope there
will be other opportunities for collaboration.

A special thank to Lucia Nardi, head of ENI’s cultural activities, Elena
Testa of Archivio nazionale del cinema di impresa, and Sergio Toftetti, for
generously making available fotograms from I/ Canale by Bernardo
Bertolucci; and to the following institutions for permission on the use of
the illustrations: Archivio Corriere della Sera, Milan; Fondazione Giorgio
La Pira, Florence; Archivio Negrelli, Biblioteca Intercomunale Primiero,
Trento; Museo Collezione Nando Salce, Treviso; Archivio Museo
Revoltella, Trieste.

vii



CONTENTS

1 TItaly and the Suez Canal: Historical and Historiographical
Passages from a Euro-Mediterranean Perspective
Barbara Curli

PartI Modern Infrastructures for a Modern State: The Suez
Canal and Italian Unification

2 Camillo Cavour and Pietro Paleocapa: Italy’s Path to
Unification and the Technoscientific Diplomacy of the
Suez Canal (1855-1857)

Barbara Curli

3 TItalian Infrastructures at the Time of the Opening of the
Suez Canal
Andrea Giuntini

4 The Suez Canal and Italian Port Cities: Local
Competition and Global Ambitions Within a Nation in
the Making (1850s-1870s)

Giovanni Cristina

27

29

49

61

ix


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_4

X  CONTENTS

5 The Suez Canal and the Italian Sailing Fleet:
Expectations, Problems and Alternative Routes
(1869-1914) 77
Leonardo Scavino

6 A Venice of the Desert: The Successes and Failures of the

Suez Canal in Revitalising Mediterranean Trade 93
Kevin A Tang
Part II Italian Cultures and the Canal Project 111

7 Luigi Negrelli (1799-1858): A Tyrolean Engineer at the
Heart of the Suez Canal Project 113
Andrea Leonardi and Alice Riegler

8 “This Concerns the Future of Italy’: The Suez Canal as an
Opportunity—Giuseppe Sapeto and His L’Italin e il
canale di Suez 129
Filippo Gattai Tacchi

9 The Trieste-Suez Connection: How Businessmen and
Explorers Reshaped the Mediterranean in the Eighteenth
and Nineteenth Centuries 143
Giovanni Modaffari

10 ‘Iddio si serve mirabilmente dell’'uomo per adempire i
suoi altissimi fini’: The Suez Canal in the Nineteenth-
Century Italian Catholic Press 159
Carlo Bovolo

Part IIT  Colonial Spaces, Colonial Encounters 173
11 Assab and the Suez Canal: Traditional Networks and

Imperial Agendas in the Red Sea 175
Luca Castiglioni


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_7
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_7
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_7
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_10
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_10
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_10
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_10
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_11
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_11
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_11

CONTENTS  xi

12 Credit, Debt and Power: Italian Foreign Policy in the
Heavily Indebted Muslim Mediterranean Countries
(1867-1914) 193
Giampaolo Conte

13 Sneaky Neutrality and the Mediterranean Space: Weapons
Smuggling in Egypt During the Italo-Ottoman War
(1911-12) 209
Andreas Guidi

Part IV Imperial Strategies in the Mediterranean, from the
Mid-1860s to World War IT 225

14 Italian Sea Power and Suez—From Opportunity to
Obsession (1861-1943) 227
Fabio De Ninno

15 Connecting the Two Seas: Negotiating an International
Modus Vivendi—Italian and Ottoman Diplomacies in the
Suez-Red Sea Area 247
Giorgio Ennas

16 When Two Worlds Collide: Britain, Italy and Suez in the
Fascist Era 261
Steven Morewood

Part V. Work and Migration 277

17 The Suez Canal in Conversations Through Time:
Evangelical and Waldensian Transnational Mobility in the
Mediterranean 279
Paola Schellenbaum


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_12
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_13
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_16
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_16
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_16
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_17
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_17
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_17
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_17

Xii  CONTENTS

18 “Their Parents Are All Sailors and Blue-Collar Workers’:
Elementary Education in the Suez Canal Region at the
Turn of the Century
Olga Verlato

19 Transnational Labour in Conflict: The Italian and Greek
Personnel of the Suez Canal Company and the Second
World War
Angelos Dalachanis

Part VI Postwar Suez

20 Leaving Egypt: Rethinking 1956 Through Italian
Departures
Joseph John Viscomi

21 TItalian Catholics and the Suez Crisis: Between Neo-
Atlanticism, Pacifism, and Third Worldism
Massimo De Giuseppe

22 The Oil Route: Bernardo Bertolucci’s Filmic Journey
Through the Suez Canal
Giuseppe Natale

23 Afterword: Nations and Empires in a Connected and

Unequal World
Frederick Cooper

Index

297

313

329

331

349

365

381

393


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_18
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_18
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_18
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_18
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_19
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_19
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_19
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_19
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_20
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_20
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_20
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_21
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_21
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_21
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_22
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_22
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_22
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_23
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_23
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_23

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Carlo Bovolo is apostdoc fellow at the Universita del Piemonte Orientale
(Vercelli, Italy) and collaborator with the Museum of Criminal
Anthropology ‘Cesare Lombroso’ of the Universita di Torino. In 2017 he
obtained a PhD in history at the Universita del Piemonte Orientale with a
thesis dealing with the apologetical uses of science in Italian Catholic
press. Then, he was Fellow of the Fondazione Filippo Burzio and Visiting
Fellow at the KU Leuven, Belgium. The volume I cattolici italiani ¢ in
scienza: il discorso apologetico sulla stampa clevicale nell’eta del Positivismo
(1848-1814), was published in 2017.

Luca Castiglioni was awarded his PhD in History by the Universita di Pavia
in 2016, defending his dissertation ‘Assab. Alle origini del colonialismo ital-
iano’. He is currently a lecturer (docente a contratto) at the Department of
Scienze della Mediazione Linguistica e Culturale, Universita degli Studi di
Milano. He has been employed as a post-doc researcher at the Italo-German
Historical Institute (FBK-ISIG) in 2020,/2021 and is currently working
on the history of Italian colonial rule in the Dodecanese and its impact on
traditional polities. He is also a subject expert in Contemporary History at
the Universita degli Studi di Milano.

Giampaolo Conte is Research and Teaching Fellow at Universita Roma
Tre where he teaches Economic History and History of Capitalism. He
has been Visiting Fellow at the LSE and Visiting Scholar at Cambridge
University. His research articles appeared in scholarly journals such as
Oriente Moderno, The Journal of Euvopean Economic History, Eurasian
Studies, The International History Review, and Capital & Class. He is

Xiii



Xiv  NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

co-author and author of three monographs: L’Odissea del Debito. Le Crisi
finanziarvie in Grecia dal 1821 ad ogyi (2015); 1l Tesoro del Sultano.
L’Itadin, le Grandi potenze ¢ le finanze ottomane 1881-1914 (2018); 11
Credito di una Nazione. Politica, diplomazin e societa di fronte al problema
del debito pubblico italinno 1861-1876 (2021).

Frederick Cooper is Professor of History at New York University.
Among his books are Colonialism in Question: Theory, Knowledge, History
(2005), Empires in World History: Power and the Politics of Difference
(with Jane Burbank, 2010), Citizenship between Empive and Nation:
Remaking France and French Afrvica, 1945-1960 (2014), Africa in the
World:  Capitalism, Empire, Nation-State (2014), and Citizenship,
Inequality, and Difference: Historical Perspectives (2018).

Giovanni Cristina is a researcher in Contemporary History at the
Universita di Genova, and was post-doc researcher at the Universita di
Catania. Previously a Marie Curie Fellow at EHESS (Paris), his research
deals with public housing districts in postwar Italy and the processes of
modernisation in the port cities of Mediterranean Europe between the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. His recently published work include:
11 porto di Catania nel lungo Ottocento: Infrastrutture, traffici, tervitorio
(1770-1920), 2019; Persistence and Evolution in the Eastern Sicilian
Coastal Corrvidor: The Mobility of Goods and People at the Port of Catanin
(1817-1860), The Urban Logistic Network: Cities, Transport and
Distribution in Eurvope from the Middle Ages to Modern Times, Palgrave
Macmillan, Basingstoke, 2019.

Barbara Curli is Professor of Contemporary History and Global History
at the Universita di Torino where she is the coordinator of the Ph.D. pro-
gramme in Global history. She has extensively researched on the history of
European integration, nuclear energy history, and history of women’s
work. She is member of the editorial board of Italia contemporanen and of
the Scientific Board of Fondazione Leonardo-Civilta delle Macchine. Her
recently published work includes Discourses and Counter-Discourses on
Europe. From the Enlightenment to the EU (edited with M. Ceretta), 2017,
and on the history of the Suez Canal, Il Piemonte e il Canale di Suez,
1855-1856. Studi Piemontesi, XLIV, 2015, 2; Dames employées at the
Suez Canal Company: The “Egyptianization” of Female Office Workers,
1941-1956. International Journal of Middle Enst Studies, 2014, 46, 3.



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS XV

Angelos Dalachanis is a researcher at the French National Centre for
Scientific Research (CNRS). He is based at the Institute of Early Modern
and Modern History (IHMC—UMR 8060) in Paris. He holds a PhD in
history from the European University Institute, Florence, and was a post-
doctoral research fellow at the Seeger Center for Hellenic Studies at
Princeton University. His research interests include the history of migra-
tion, business, and labor in the Eastern Mediterranean in the modern
period. He is the author of The Greek Exodus from Egypt: Diaspora Politics
and Emigration, 1937-1962 (2017) and co-editor of Ordinary Jerusalem,
1840-1940: Opening New Archives, Revisiting a Global City (2018).

Massimo De Giuseppe is Associated Professor at Universita IULM
Milano, where he teaches Contemporary History. His main research inter-
ests include the study of social, religious, and political movements, trans-
national networks, pacifism, and the impact of conflicts in Italy and Latin
America during the Twentieth Century. He is member of the editorial
staff of “Contemporanea”, “Modernism”, “Glocalism” and of the scien-
tific committee of “Historia de las mentalidades” and “Annali di Storia
dell’educazione”. Since 2019 he is international member of Academia
mexicana de la historia, corripondent of Academia Real de Espana. Among
his most recently published work are, Italian Catholic Intellectunls and
Indigenous Latin Americans: Transnational Networks and Violence at the
End of the Cold War,, Italian Intellectunls and International Politics,
1945-1992, Palgrave Macmillan, London 2019, Italian Catholics and
Latin America During the Long 1968, The Revolutionary Sixties: “1968” in
Europe and Latin America, 2020, and the monograph (with G. La Bella),
Storia dell’ America lntina contemporanen, 2019.

Fabio De Ninno is Assistant Professor at the Universita di Siena. His
research deals with the military and naval history of contemporary Italy.
He is author of the books Civili nella guerva totale. 1940-1945. Una sto-
ria complessa (2020); Piero Pieri. 1l pensiero e lo storico militare (2019) and
Fascisti sul Mare. La Marina e gli ammivagli di Mussolini (2017), in addi-
tion to various chapters and articles in international journals like War in
History and The Journal of Military History. He is Editorial Secretary and
Member of Italia contemporanea board of editors.

Giorgio Ennas is a Postdoctoral Fellow at Franklin University
Switzerland, Lugano, Switzerland. He graduated with a Master of Arts in
Languages and Civilisation of Asia and Mediterranean Africa from



Xvi  NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Universita Ca’ Foscari in Venice with a thesis on ‘Ottoman ¢/ites and mod-
ernization actors. Between integration and exclusion: the controversial
path of Ottoman Empire to Modern times’. Between 2017 and 2021, he
was a researcher at the European University Institute in Fiesole, where
under the supervision of Lucy Riall and Pieter Judson his work focused on
the cultural aspects of diplomatic history of the Italian and Ottoman rela-
tions during the long nineteenth century. In June 2021, he successfully
defended his dissertation entitled ‘The Mediterranean Mirror. Italo-
Ottoman Relations in an Age of Transition, 1856—1871. Among his pub-
lished work are, “The Birth of the Ottoman Colonial Space. The Libyan
Case (1835-1918)’, Proposte ¢ ricerche, 77, 2016; and the book Reports of
Cesare Durando Italian Vice-Consul in Sarajevo (1863-1867), 2020.

Andrea Giuntini is Professor of Economic History, Labour History and
History of Economic Thought at Universita di Modena e Reggio Emilia.
He has extensively researched on the history of railways, transport, and
infrastructure and has been president of the Istituto di Studi Storici Postali
in Prato. He is member of the editorial boards of Memoria ¢ Ricerca,
Storia economica, Ricerche Stoviche, Revue d’histoive des chemins de fer,
Transportes, servicios y telecomunicaciones. He devoted a chapter on the
Suez Canal in his book Le meraviglie del mondo. 11 sistema internazionale
delle  comunicazioni nell’Ottocento, Prato, Istituto di Studi Storici
Postali, 2011.

Andreas Guidi is a postdoctoral research and teaching assistant (wissen-
schaftlicher Mitarbeiter) at the University of Konstanz and currently a vis-
iting fellow at the German Historical Institute in Washington, DC. His
forthcoming monograph entitled “Generations of Empire: Youth between
Ottoman and Italian Rule in the Mediterranean” (Toronto University
Press) discusses changing interactions between the state, religious com-
munities, and families in twentieth- century Rhodes with a focus on gen-
erational dynamics. His current project explores the notion of illegality
through the history of smuggling in the modern Mediterranean. Andreas
is also the creator and editor of “The Southeast Passage’, a podcast about
history in the making.

Andrea Leonardi is Professor of Economic History at the Universita di
Trento and was a Visiting Professor at the University of Innsbruck and the
Universita Cattolica in Milan. His research interests include the trajectory
of economic development in the Alps and the diversification of economic



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  xvii

growth in the Habsburg Empire. His most recent studies are devoted to
the financial history of Italy in the twentieth century, as well as to business
history and the economic repercussions of tourism in the Alpine macro-
region. He has coordinated the recovery of the Negrelli Nachlal in
Vienna, which consists of 2345 documents that are now being systemati-
cally investigated. He has organized several international conferences and
authored over 220 books and articles, many of which are monographs.

Giovanni Modaffari geographer and research fellow at the Universita di
Milano-Bicocca, holds a PhD in Cultural Heritage and Geography from the
Universita di Roma Tor Vergata. His research focuses on the geography of
explorations in the modern age and cultural exchanges between Europe and
the Ottoman Empire in the fifteenth—nineteenth centuries. He has co-
edited Sir Richard F. Burton, Trieste ¢ Pesplorazione, 2019.

Steven Morewood is Associate Professor in International history at the
University of Birmingham. He is the author of The British Defence of Egypt
1935-1940 (2014), ‘Prelude to Suez: The Rise and Fall of British
Dominance over the Suez Canal, 1869-1956’, in Reassessing Suez 1956
(ed. Simon C. Smith), and numerous chapters and articles on the British
role in the Eastern Mediterranean from 1935-1941. He is working on a
new book about the first British desert offensive which destroyed the
Italian 10th Army.

Giuseppe Natale is a professor at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas,
where he teaches Italian Studies, Classical Studies, and Translation Studies.
He has published on Italian literature (Foscolo, Leopardi, Pavese), cinema
(Fellini and the Felliniesque), and translation theory and pedagogy. He is
the founding editor of TransScribe: The Teaching Translation Journal.
Natale has also translated several major American novels such as Herman
Melville’s Moby Dick, Toni Morrison’s Beloved, and Thomas Pynchon’s
Gravity’s Rainbow to Italian.

Alice Riegler is a research fellow at the Department of Economics and
Management at the Universita di Trento, where she researches techno-
logical transformations in the Alpine area during the nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries as part of a wider project funded by the Euroregion
Tyrol- South Tyrol- Trentino. She completed her undergraduate studies
at the University of Florence and her MA and PhD at University College
London’s History Department. She has been working on the Nachlaf} of
Luigi Negrelli since 2018.



Xviii  NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Leonardo Scavino is a post-doctoral Fellow at the Universita di Genova,
and a member of NavLab. In 2020, he was awarded the European PhD
Label, after having discussed his dissertation conducted in the context of
the ERC SG project SealiT (Seafaring Lives in Transition. Mediterranean
Maritime Labour and Shipping during Globalization, 1850s-1920s),
coordinator Apostolos Delis (IMS-FORTH, Crete). His main research
interests deal with Mediterranean maritime history and the economic and
social relations between Western and Eastern Mediterranean (including
the Black Sea). He is focusing on a specific seafaring Ligurian community,
Camogli, in the age of transition from sail to steam shipping.

Paola Schellenbaum is an independent scholar. She is a trained psychol-
ogist and received her PhD in cultural anthropology and ethnology from
the Universita di Torino with a thesis on a multi-sited ethnography
between Cairo and Milan on transnational migrant families in the 1990s.
Before this, she was at UCLA and at Stanford University in California for
aresearch on Italian American families, which was published as ‘Stereotypes
as Cultural Constructs’ in Studies in Italian American Folklore, Luisa Del
Giudice (ed), 1993. She worked as research assistant of Prof. Sylvia
Yanagisako in a research on gender roles in family firms in Italy, which was
published as Producing Culture and Capital. Family Firms in Italy, 2002.
She was a consultant for ISMU Foundation (Milan) on intercultural edu-
cation and international migrations and for IOM (Rome) on refugees and
trauma studies. In 2017, she was in the Peacemaking Program of the
Presbyterian Church USA for an itinerant seminar with conferences on
humanitarian corridors. She is currently a member of the Waldensian
Studies Society (Societa di Studi Valdesi).

Filippo Gattai Tacchi is completing his PhD at the Scuola Normale
Superiore, Pisa. In 2016 he obtained a Master’s degree in History and
Civilization from the Universita di Pisa with a thesis on ‘Britons rule the
waves? La Gran Bretagna, la Guerra Anglo-Boera e la prospettiva italiana
(1899-1902)’, with Alberto Mario Banti as his supervisor. His research
interests are the cultural, political, diplomatic, and social history of Great
Britain and its Empire, in particular during the late Victorian age and the
brief Edwardian period, and its political and cultural relations with Liberal
Italy. In 2018, his book L’impero britannico in 100 date was published.



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  Xix

Kevin A Tang is a research associate at the Smith School of Enterprise
and the Environment, School of Geography, University of Oxford, and a
research fellow at the Skoll Centre for Social Entrepreneurship, Said
Business School, University of Oxford. His research is focused on spatial
and geographic analysis of the effects of infrastructure investments on eco-
nomic development, the economic history of infrastructure developments
and its economic and social impacts, economic policy for climate change,
and finance and economics for sustainability.

Olga Verlato is a Doctoral candidate in History and Middle Eastern and
Islamic Studies at New York University. Her research explores the social
and cultural history of language and multilingualism in nineteenth and
early-twentieth century Egypt, focusing on education and journalism.
Towards her dissertation, she is conducting archival research in Egypt,
Italy, France, and the United Kingdom.

Joseph John Viscomi is a lecturer in European History at Birkbeck,
University of London. He held a faculty fellowship at NYU”’s Center for
European and Mediterranean Studies (2017-2019) after completing his
doctoral studies in Anthropology and History at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, in 2016. He was a researcher on the ERC project,
‘Crosslocations,’ at the University of Helsinki from 2017-2021. Viscomi
serves on the executive committee for the Association for the Study of
Modern Italy and on the convening committee for the IHR’s Modern
Italian History seminar. He has published in The Journal of Modern
History, History and Anthropology, and Modern Italy. He is currently com-
pleting a book on the departure of Italians from Egypt and has begun new
research on depopulation in Southern Italy after 1783.



Fig. 6.1

Fig. 6.2

Fig. 6.3

Fig. 6.4

L1sT OF FIGURES

Total Indian exports via the Suez Canal versus any other route.

(SA BI, 1876-1914)

Map of destination ports of Indian export as either
Mediterranean or Northern Europe. (ASTN BE, ASTN BO,
ASTN MA, 1875-1915)

Share of Indian export trade through the Suez Canal by
destination region. (ASTN BE, ASTN BO, ASTN MA,
1875-1915; SA UK, 1876-1914; SA BI, 1876-1914)

Total value of trade flows from India to top destinations
through the Suez Canal. (ASTN BE, ASTN BO, ASTN MA,
1875-1915; SA UK, 1876-1914; SA BI, 1876-1914)

97

99

100

103

xx1


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Fig4

Table 6.1

Table 14.1

Table 14.2

Table 14.3

Table 14.4

List oF TABLES

Trade flow trends of top six destinations for Indian exports
through the Suez Canal

Italian warships stop at Port Said, calculation based on
AUSMM, Rdb, b. 119, Navi della Marina Militare che dal
Novembre 1869 a tutto ’anno 1920 fecero sosta a Port Said
ITtalian wheat imports July 1916-December 1918 (in tons),
by origin

Italian commerce with Asia and Oceania in percentage
(1925-1928)

Merchant traffic passing Suez in 1934

104

231

233

235
236

Xxiil


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Tab1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_6#Tab1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab2
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-88255-6_14#Tab4

Statue commemorating Pietro Paleocapa as arvchitect of the Suez Canal and the
Fréjus tunnel, piazza Paleocapa, Torino

The statue, by Odoardo Tabacchi, was erected in 1871. The inscription reads: “To
Pietro Paleocapa, illustrious engineer, eminent statesman, the Italians from all
provinces”

(Pictures by Barbara Curli)
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The Bollettino dell’Istmo di Suez started publication in Torino in 1856
Courtesy: Library of Accademin delle Scienze, Torino



Giuseppe Sapeto, L'Italin ¢ il canale di Suez. Operetta popolare, 1865



1l taglio dell’istmo di Suez (The cutting of the isthmus of Suez)

Allegorical marble group by Pietro Magni (1863), depicting Europe uniting the
Mediterranean and the Red Sea, while the geniuses of Commerce and Shipping
behind them give their blessing

© Museo Revoltella, Trieste
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Poster of the allegorical Ballo Excelsior, La Scala Milano (originally featured 1881),
the Suez Canal scene on top right. In 1913 the Ballo was transformed in a movie
by Luca Comerio, to which this poster is related.

© Treviso, Musco nazionale Collezione Salce, Treviso, Direzione regionale Musei
Veneto, su concessione del Ministero della Cultura
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Le eninsiastiche dimostrazioni dﬂgﬂ Italiani residenti iv Egitfo al passaggio nel canale di Swes delic
mavi che tragportane le nostre trappe noll’Africa Orleniale.
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Front cover of La Domenica del Corriere, 29 September 1935: Passage through
the Suez Canal of Italian troops heading to Ethiopia and welcomed by the Italian
residents in Egypt

© Courtesy of Il Corriere delln Sera
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Cairo, 1968. Gamal Abdel Nasser and Giorgio La Pira
© Courtesy Archivio Fondazione Giorgio La Pira, Florence



Frames from the documentary film I/ Canale by Bernardo Bertolucci (1966,
commissioned by ENI, Ente nazionale idrocarburi).
© CSC-Archivio Nazionale Cinema Impresa, courtesy of ENI
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