Mediterranean Perspectives

Series Editors
Brian Catlos
University of Colorado - Boulder
Boulder, CO, USA

Sharon Kinoshita
University of California Santa Cruz
Santa Cruz, CA, USA



As a region whose history of connectivity can be documented over at least
two and a half millennia, the Mediterranean has in recent years become
the focus of innovative scholarship in a number of disciplines. In shifting
focus away from histories of the origins and developments of phenomena
predefined by national or religious borders, Mediterranean Studies opens
vistas onto histories of contact, circulation and exchange in all their com-
plexity while encouraging the reconceptualization of inter- and intra-
disciplinary scholarship, making it one of the most exciting and dynamic
fields in the humanities. Mediterranean Perspectives interprets the
Mediterranean in the widest sense: the sea and the lands around it, as well
as the European, Asian and African hinterlands connected to it by net-
works of culture, trade, politics, and religion. This series publishes mono-
graphs and edited collections that explore these new fields, from the span
of Late Antiquity through Early Modernity to the contemporary.



Emily Sohmer Tai ® Kathryn L. Reyerson
Editors

Mapping Pre-Modern
Sicily

Maritime Violence, Cultural Exchange,
and Imagination in the Mediterranean, 800-1700

palgrave

macmillan



Editors

Emily Sohmer Tai Kathryn L. Reyerson
Department of History Department of History
Queensborough Community University of Minnesota
College, CUNY Minneapolis, MN, USA

Bayside, NY, USA

ISSN 2731-5592 ISSN 2731-5606  (electronic)
Mediterranean Perspectives
ISBN 978-3-031-04914-9 ISBN 978-3-031-04915-6 (eBook)

https://doi.org,/10.1007 /978-3-031-04915-6

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s), under exclusive licence to Springer
Nature Switzerland AG 2022, corrected publication 2022

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of
translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval,
clectronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now
known or hereafter developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the
publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and
institutional affiliations.

Cover illustration: Bravo Images / Alamy Stock Photo
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature

Switzerland AG.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-04915-6

For Paul, James, and Philip



MAPPING PRE-MODERN SiCILY: MARITIME
VIOLENCE, CULTURAL EXCHANGE, AND
IMAGINATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

The first 12 of the 14 chapters presented in this collection explore a ten-
sion in the history of pre-modern Sicily. Set in the middle of the
Mediterranean, the island’s geographic position at once fashioned it into a
strategic base for launching campaigns of maritime violence—whether as
organized belligerence, during such conflicts as the War of the Sicilian
Vespers (1282-1302), or the piracy of the guerre de course that pitted
Christians against Muslims in the pre-modern Mediterranean—and a
nexus of cultural exchange, where Byzantine, Islamic, and western
European traditions merged to shape varying aspects of political, commer-
cial, religious, material, and even literary, practice. Two concluding chap-
ters will consider contemporary uses for Sicily’s distinctive past, discussing
how digital resources documenting the history of pre-modern Sicily can
be utilized to enhance the pedagogy of world and western European his-
tory, both online and in the undergraduate classroom.
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Another image from the ArcGIS Map: After returning to
Messina to resupply (moment not pictured here), Roger sets
out to raid Calabria

The original screen capture from above in its original context.
After raiding Calabria, Roger turned north and raided around
the Bay of Naples, including settlements on the islands of
Ischia and Capri where he laid waste to vineyards. Please note
that some of these moments refer to raids prior to the Battle
of the Counts in the Harbor of Naples

Here we have the lead up to the battle of the counts. Roger
began at Messina, the Aragonese base of operations. After
hearing of the construction of a new Angevin fleet at
Marseille, Roger begins to assemble a fleet of his own

Roger realized that it would be near impossible to defeat the
Angevin fleet if it was able to link up with the ships already in
Naples, so he demonstrated and threatened raids around Baia
south of the Bay of Naples to tempt the forces at Naples out
into battle

Roger is eventually successful and lures Charles of Salerno,
Charles of Anjou’s impetuous son, into battle, where he is
defeated

After his victory at the Battle of the Counts, Lauria raids the
islands of Djerba and Kerkenna. It is likely that his crews
needed to be rewarded for their efforts. Having raided the
west side of southern Italy, the region’s wealth was likely
depleted, so these islands were selected as victims

The Benedictine Abbey of Santa Maria della Scala (La
Badiazza), Messina. (Photo credit: Authors)

The Castle Chapel and a section of wall at Geraci Siculo.
(Photo credit: Authors)

Cathedral Church of Santa Maria, Caltabellotta, in its context.

(Photo credit: Authors)
The Chapel of Uscibene, Palermo, before the restoration
completed in 2016. (Photo credit: Authors)
The Church of Santa Maria Maddalena, Palermo. (Photo
credit: Authors)
The Norman Sicily Project’s Splash Page
A view of the NSP’s interactive genealogy
Detail of a map with markers and search box from the
Norman Sicily Project website
Detail of a map from the NSP’s website, demonstrating
a tool tip
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Relief map of the Mediterranean: https://commons.wikimedia.
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Sicily and the Central Mediterranean (© Kristy Stanton, 2020)
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