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PREFATORY NOTE

Unless noted, translations throughout the book are my own. In the case
of works by Machado and Maupassant, citations are quoted in the original
Portuguese and French, followed by an English translation in brackets.
With critical works, I opted to include English translations only. These
appear in square brackets, with the citation referring to the original source.

Tout aussi bien la piece fausse serait peut-étre, pour un pauvre petit spécula-

teur, le germe d’une richesse de quelques jours.—Charles Baudelaire “La
Fausse Monnaie”
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