


2023

Harrassowitz Verlag . Wiesbaden

P H I L I P P I K A
Altertumswissenschaftliche Abhandlungen  

Contributions to the Study  
of Ancient World Cultures

Herausgegeben von/Edited by
Joachim Hengstl, Elizabeth Irwin,  
Andrea Jördens, Torsten Mattern, 

Robert Rollinger, Kai Ruffing, Orell Witthuhn

169



2023

Harrassowitz Verlag . Wiesbaden

Krzysztof Nawotka

The Nourisher of Apollo
Miletos from Xerxes to Diocletian



Bis Band 60: Philippika. Marburger altertumskundliche Abhandlungen.

Research leading to this book was supported by a grant from the National 
Science Center (Poland) UMO-2014/14/A/HS3/00132 which also provided a 
publication subsidy.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 (BY-SA) which means 
that the text may be used for commercial use, distribution and duplication in all media. 
For details go to: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en.
Creative Commons license terms for re-use do not apply to any content (such as graphs, figures, photos, 
excerpts, etc.) not original to the Open Access publication and further permission may be required from 
the rights holder. The obligation to research and clear permission lies solely with the party re-using the 
material.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche 
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data are available on the internet 
at https://www.dnb.de/.

For further information about our publishing program consult our website  
https://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de/

© by author. 
Published by Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2023

ISSN 1613-5628   ISBN 978-3-447-12021-0
eISSN 2701-8091   eISBN 978-3-447-39408-6
DOI: 10.13173/1613-5628 DOI: 10.13173/9783447120210 



Contents

Acknowledgements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  VII

Introduction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 1

Chapter I Miletos from the Persian Wars until Alexander the Great  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 9
I.1	 Prelude:	the	destruction	and	rebuilding	of	Miletos  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 9

Destruction	of	Miletos   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 9
Didyma	and	the	Persians  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 11

I.2	 Between	Athens,	Sparta,	and	the	Persian	Empire .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 14
Miletos	and	Didyma	after	the	Persian	Wars   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 14
Athenian	hegemony  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 19
Miletos	in	the	Peloponnesian	War   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 25
Back	in	the	realm	of	the	Great	King  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 29
Miletos	and	the	Hekatomnids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 34

I.3	 Miletos	in	the	age	of	Alexander	the	Great  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 37

Chapter II Miletos in the Hellenistic age   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 49
II.1	 Miletos	and	the	kings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 49
II.2	 The	Hellenistic	city	and	its	neighbors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 76

The	early	and	high	Hellenistic	democratic	city  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 76
Miletos,	its	network	and	isopoliteia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 80
Miletos	and	its	islands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 83
Galatians   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 84
Wars	and	settlements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 87
Miletos	in	the	high	Hellenistic	age   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 91
Miletos	and	Athens	in	the	Hellenistic	age  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 95
Miletos	and	Greek	cities	in	the	later	Hellenistic	age  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 98

Chapter III Roman times   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 101
III.1		 Coming	to	terms	with	Rome	(until	Augustus)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 101

The	coming	of	Rome  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 101
Mithridatic	Wars	and	aftermath  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 104
Caesar	and	Roman	civil	wars  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 108
Miletos	and	Octavian	Augustus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 110



VI Contents

II.2	 The	ages	of	glitter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 115
The	first c. CE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 115
The	age	of	the	Antonines  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 125
The	time	of	the	Severi  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 139

III.3	 Third-century	crisis	to	Diocletian  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 144
Gothic	raids	and	aftermath   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 144
Advent	of	Christianity   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 147

Chapter IV The economy and population of Miletos  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 151
IV.1	 Phoros	and	coinage	figures  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 151
IV.2	 Rural	territory	and	agriculture   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 153
IV.3	 Fishing   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 155
IV.4	 Textile	production	and	export  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 156
IV.5	 Other	luxury	goods   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 158
IV.6	 Pottery	and	trade   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 159
IV.7	 Population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 165

Chapter V Rivalry and identity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 167
V.1	 Identity,	fame,	notoriety  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 167
V.2	 Philosophers,	artists,	intellectuals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 168
V.3	 Foundation	myths   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 175
V.4	 History	and	identity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 177
V.5	 Glory	and	hatred:	rivalry	in Imperial	Asia	Minor   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 179
V.6	 Apollo	and	Artemis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 184

Chapter VI Didyma and Miletos  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 187
VI.1	 Didyma,	the	temple	of	Apollo,	and	other	buildings   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 187
VI.2	 The	Oracle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 194
VI.3	 Prophetai, hydrophoroi,	tamiai  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 203
VI.4	 Didymeia:	the	festival	and	games  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 206
VI.5	 Victors	of	the	Didymeia .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 215

Conclusions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 223

Bibliography   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 229

Indices  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 263
Index	locorum   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 263
General	index  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 	 278



Acknowledgements

I first took interest in history of Miletos more than three decades ago when I embarked 
on study of Greek legislative procedures, beginning with Milesian colonies on western 
and northern shores of the Black Sea and progressing to their metropolis. This led to the 
book Boule and Demos in Miletus and its Pontic Colonies (Wrocław 1999, 2nd ed. Wies-
baden 2014). With time I delved further in history of Miletos in the age of Alexander and 
the Successors. The preoccupation with Milesian inscriptions prompted me to investigate 
epigraphic cultures of Miletos and some other cities in western Asia Minor (Nawotka 
2003 and 2020). Largely positive interest these works generated in academia has encour-
aged me to work on history of Miletos based predominantly on epigraphic evidence. And 
the more  I learned of history of this fascinating and in many respect unique city, the 
more I became aware of the need to undertake a survey of history of Miletos between 
the classical and imperial age, and, i.e. in the age best elucidated by written evidence, the 
task curiously spurned by modern scholarship for more than a century. This book is the 
outcome of my long interest in history and epigraphy of Miletos.

The research conducted for this book was possible thanks to a generous grant from 
the National Science Centre, Poland (UMO-2014/14/A/HS3/00132). This paid both for 
books purchased and for my research trips. I would like to acknowledge the major research 
institutions which allowed me the use of their library resources, first of all the University 
of Oxford for providing access to the Sackler and Bodleian libraries, the British School at 
Athens, the American School of Classical Studies at Athens, and, at the final stage of my 
work, the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, New York University. I am very 
grateful to Harrassowitz Verlag for accepting my book for their Philippika series and for 
its speedy and very professional handling of the publication process. Finally, I have the 
pleasant task of thanking all the people with whom I discussed various issues related to 
the history of Miletos and from whose comments I greatly profited: late Professor Peter 
Herrmann, late Prof. Sir Fergus G.B. Millar, Prof. John K. Davies, Dr. Zofia H. Archi-
bald, Prof. Robert Rollinger, Prof. Kai Trampedach, Dr. Volker Grieb, Dr. Agnieszka 
Wojciechowska, Dr. Dominika Grzesik.  I am indebted to my colleague and friend Dr. 
Joanna Porucznik for drawing maps for the book. I would like to acknowledge as well the 
painstaking work of Mr. Lucas Griffin in English copyediting of my book. But I dedicate 
my most heartfelt thanks to my wife, Małgorzata Możdzyńska-Nawotka, who over the 
years provided the unselfish support that has allowed me to research and write this book.


