The Intellectual Climate of Cassius Dio

- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access



Historiography of Rome
and Its Empire

Series Editors

Carsten Hjort Lange, Aalborg, Denmark
Jesper Majbom Madsen, spu, Denmark

Editorial Board

Rhiannon Ash, Oxford, UK
Christopher Baron, Notre Dame, USA
Henning Borm, Bochum, Germany
Jessica H. Clark, Florida State University, USA
Cynthia Damon, University of Pennsylvania, USA
Alain Gowing, University of Washington, USA
Lisa Irene Hau, Glasgow, UK
Adam Kemezis, Alberta, Canada
Christina S. Kraus, Yale, USA
J.E. Lendon, University of Virginia, USA
David Levene, New York University, USA
Christopher Mallan, The University of Western Australia
Steve Mason, Groningen, Netherlands
Josiah Osgood, Georgetown, USA
John Rich, Nottingham, UK
Cristina Rosillo-Lépez, Sevilla, Spain
Federico Santangelo, Newcastle, UK
Andrew G. Scott, Villanova University, USA
Christopher Smith, St Andrews, UK
Catherine Steel, Glasgow, UK
Frederik J. Vervaet, Melbourne, Australia
David Wardle, Cape Town, South Africa
Kathryn Welch, Sydney, Australia
Johannes Wienand, Braunschweig, Germany

VOLUME 14

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/hre
- 9789004510517

Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access


http://brill.com/hre

The Intellectual Climate
of Cassius Dio

Greek and Roman Pasts

Edited by

Adam M. Kemezis
Colin Bailey
Beatrice Poletti

LEIDEN | BOSTON

- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access



Cover illustration: Severan Tondo, Altes Museum, Berlin. Art Resource / Antikensammlung, Staatliches
Museum, Berlin / Johannes Laurentius / Art Resource, NY.

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available online at https://catalog.loc.gov
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2021063120

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

ISSN 2468-2314
ISBN 978-90-04-51048-7 (hardback)
ISBN 978-90-04-51051-7 (e-book)

Copyright 2022 by Adam M. Kemezis, Colin Bailey and Beatrice Poletti. Published by Koninklijke Brill Nv,
Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill Nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Hotei, Brill Schoningh, Brill Fink,
Brill mentis, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Bohlau and V&R unipress.

Koninklijke Brill Nv reserves the right to protect this publication against unauthorized use. Requests for
re-use and/or translations must be addressed to Koninklijke Brill Nv via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access


https://catalog.loc.gov
https://lccn.loc.gov/2021063120
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
http://brill.com
http://copyright.com

For Peter Michael Swan
(1931—2021)

- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access



- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access



Contents

Historiography of Rome and Its Empire Series  XI
Carsten H. Lange and Jesper M. Madsen

Acknowledgements  XI1

List of Figures and Tables  xi11

Notes on Contributors x1v

Introduction: Conversations with the Author 1
Adam M. Kemezis, Colin Bailey and Beatrice Poletti

PART 1
Political Theory and Commentary

1 Dio and Pompey: Explaining the Failure of the Republic 33
David S. Potter

2 “Safety First”: Cassius Dio on the Augustan Senate 59
Jonathan Scott Perry

3 Cassius Dio and the Ideal Constitution 8o
Jasper Majbom Madsen

4  Monarchy as “True Democracy” in Cassius Dio and the Second Sophistic
Authors: Irony, Utopia, or Ideal? 109
Konstantin V. Markov

5 Antoninum habemus, omnia habemus: The nomen Antoninorum Issue
between the Historia Augusta and Cassius Dio 138
Antonio Pistellato

PART 2
Rome and the Imperial Court

6  Contested Constructions: Cassius Dio and the Framing of Female
Participation as Builders 173
Karin S. Tate

- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access



VIII

10

11

CONTENTS

Dio and the Dowager Empresses, Part 2: Julia Domna, the Senate, and
Succession 198
Julie Langford

Cassius Dio and the Ritual of the Imperial Admission 226
Mads Ortving Lindholmer

Cassius Dio and the Imitatio Alexandri 253
Frances Pownall

Cassius Dio, Julia Maesa and the Omens Foretelling the Rise of
Elagabalus and Severus Alexander 279
Riccardo Bertolazzi

Imperial Fortunes: Portents, Prodigies and Dio’s Astrology

of the State 301
Selina Stewart

PART 3

Literary Heritage

12

13

14

15

The Novel World of Cassius Dio 327
Brandon Jones

Telling Tales of Macrinus: Strategies of Fiction in Dio’s Contemporary

History 355
Joel Allen

Dio and the Failed Politician Cicero 373
Robert Porod

Cameo Roles: Dio’s Portrayal of Earlier Senatorial Historians 401
Adam M. Kemezis

- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access



CONTENTS

PART 4
Hellenic Culture

16  Bilingualism and Authority in Cassius Dio 433
Sulochana Asirvatham

17 Cassius Dio’s Asia Minor: Biography and Historiography
Christina T. Kuhn

18  Dio, Severus, and the Ludi Saeculares of 204 CE 481
Jeremy Rossiter and Bethany Brothers

Index 501

456

IX

- 9789004510517

Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM

via free access



- 9789004510517
Downloaded from Brill.com 03/26/2024 12:22:51PM
via free access



Historiography of Rome and Its Empire Series

Carsten H. Lange and Jesper M. Madsen

The Historiography of Rome and Its Empire series aims to gather innovative and
outstanding contributions that identify debates and trends, and in order to
help provide a better understanding of ancient historiography, as well as how
to approach Roman history and historiography. The series welcomes propos-
als that look at both Roman and Greek writers as well as manuscripts which
focus on individual writers, or individuals in the same tradition. It is timely
and valuable to bring these trends and historical sources together in the series,
focusing mainly on the Republican period and the Principate, as well as the
Later Roman Empire.

Historical writing about Rome in both Latin and Greek forms an integrated
topic. There are two strands in ancient writing about the Romans and their
empire: (a) the Romans’ own tradition of histories of the deeds of the Roman
people at home and at war, and (b) Greek historical responses, some develop-
ing their own models (Polybius, Josephus) and the others building on what
both the Roman historians and earlier Greeks had written (Dionysius, Appian,
Cassius Dio). Whereas older scholarship tended to privilege a small group of
‘great historians’ (the likes of Sallust, Livy, Tacitus), recent work has rightly
brought out the diversity of the traditions and recognized that even ‘minor’
writers are worth exploring not just as sources, but for their own concerns and
reinterpretation of their material, as well as their place within the tradition.
The study of these historiographical traditions is essential as a counterbalance
to the outmoded traditional use of ancient authors as a handy resource, with
scholars looking at isolated sections of their structure. This fragmentary use of
the ancient evidence makes us forget to reflect on their work in its textual and
contextual entirety.
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