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Preface

This book is a slightly revised and extended version of my doctoral disserta-
tion, which I completed at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich in 
early 2020.

I incurred many debts of gratitude in writing this book. First and foremost,  
I thank my PhD supervisor Prof. Dr. Christof Schuler for his invaluable support, 
guidance and teaching throughout my doctoral studies. I benefited greatly 
from his mentorship and supervision. This book would certainly not have been 
the same without his contribution, corrections and constructive criticism.

I have been generously supported by various institutions during the evolu-
tion of this work into a thesis first and then a monograph. The Suna & İnan 
Kıraç Research Center for Mediterranean Civilizations (AKMED), the German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), and the Scientific and Technological 
Research Council of Türkiye (TÜBİTAK) granted funding for my research 
and doctoral studies in Germany.1 Die Kommission für Alte Geschichte und 
Epigraphik des Deutschen Archäologischen Instituts in Munich (AEK/DAI), 
made me a research assistant, and later, a researcher. Here I profited (and  
I still do) from intellectual exchanges not only with colleagues and experienced 
professors, among whom I must particularly mention Prof. Dr. Michael Wörrle, 
Prof. Dr. Rudolf Haensch, Prof. Dr. Johannes Nollé, Dr. Sophia Bönisch-Meyer 
and Uni.-Prof. Dr. des. Matthias Stern, but also with visiting scholars, who all 
kindly contributed to this book in various ways. I must, of course, thank the 
wonderful librarian of the Kommission, Regina Gruber, who made sure that 
I quickly obtained every publication I needed for my research. I commemo-
rate and thank Dr. Ursula Vedder, who, with her most welcoming personality, 
enabled me a very smooth start at the Kommission, but unfortunately did not 
live to see the completion of my book.

I received support from a number of other scholars to whom I would also 
like to express my gratitude. Diether Schürr generously gave me advice on the 
epichoric period and the inscriptions in Lycian. Prof. Dr. Fatih Onur kindly 
assisted me in questions related to the historical geography of Lycia and cre-
ated one of the maps used in this study. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hüseyin Sami Öztürk 
brought to my attention some important publications relevant for my research. 
Prof. Peter Thonemann read portions of Chapter 2 and gave me helpful advice. 
He also generously shared with me some of his unpublished work that was 

1 Unfortunately, bureaucratic problems made it impossible for me to use the TÜBİTAK 
scholarship.
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x Preface

relevant to my study. Prof. Dr. Kaja Harter-Uibopuu has been an important sup-
port and advisor to me on several occasions.

In the course of my research, I had the opportunity to present parts of 
my work to a wider audience. In addition to the presentations I gave at the 
internal meetings of AEK/DAI, I also attended two symposia: the “Dokument 
und Recht. Workshop zur Rechtsgeschichte der griechisch-römischen 
Welt. 9-10 Februar 2017, München” organised by the Kommission für Alte 
Geschichte und Epigraphik des DAI and the Leopold-Wenger-Institut für 
Rechtsgeschichte der LMU München where I gave a lecture titled “Legal 
Aspects of Marriages between Roman Citizens and peregrini in the Roman 
East”; and the “6th International Meeting of Young Historians of Ancient Greek 
Law. September 6-7, 2018, Athens” organised by the National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens where I gave a lecture titled “Adoption by Women in 
Roman Lycia”. I am grateful to the organisers of these events for giving me the 
opportunity to share parts of my research with scholars from related fields and 
to receive useful feedback.

I owe great thanks to the series editors Prof. Adele C. Scafuro and Prof. John 
Bodel, and the anonymous reviewers of this book, as well as to Prof. Dr. Martin 
Zimmermann and Prof. Dr. Oğuz Tekin, who participated in my PhD exam-
ination committee, for their helpful advice and constructive criticism. I am 
grateful to Dr. Marcus Chin for patiently proofreading my manuscript, and not 
only for correcting and improving its English, but also for providing helpful 
remarks. I thank Giulia Moriconi, the associate editor for Classics at Brill, and 
Theo Joppe, the production editor on behalf of Brill, for their support through-
out the publication process. Any remaining errors in this book are, of course, 
solely mine.

Although she did not witness the writing of this book, I remember Dr. Filiz 
Dönmez-Öztürk, who tragically passed away at a very young age in 2014, and 
thank her for encouraging and inspiring me on my academic journey.

Last but not least, I thank my parents and my whole family for always being 
there for me and supporting me even in my most unconventional decisions. 
I thank, in particular, sevgili eşim Zeki Devrim Aslan and canım oğlum Kaan 
Aslan, who followed me from Istanbul to Munich so that I could write this 
book, for their unlimited support. This book on families is dedicated to them.
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