
The Puzzle of Vehicle Selection in Conceptual Metonymies

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



Brill’s Studies in Language,
Cognition and Culture

Series Editors

Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald (Centre for Indigenous Health Equity Research,

Central Queensland University)

R.M.W. Dixon (Centre for Indigenous Health Equity Research, Central

Queensland University)

N.J. Enfield (University of Sydney)

volume 42

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/bslc

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access

http://brill.com/bslc


The Puzzle of Vehicle Selection in
Conceptual Metonymies

By

Hubert Kowalewski

leiden | boston

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



Cover illustration: Yellow leaf. Courtesy of Jerzy Durczak

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available online at https://catalog.loc.gov

lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023051983

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill‑typeface.

issn 1879-5412

isbn 978-90-04-68062-3 (hardback)

isbn 978-90-04-68063-0 (e-book)

doi 10.1163/9789004680630

Copyright 2024 by Hubert Kowalewski. Published by Koninklijke Brill nv, Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Schöningh, Brill Fink, Brill mentis,

Brill Wageningen Academic, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Böhlau and V&R unipress.

Koninklijke Brill nv reserves the right to protect this publication against unauthorized use. Requests for

re-use and/or translations must be addressed to Koninklijke Brill nv via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access

https://catalog.loc.gov
https://lccn.loc.gov/2023051983
http://brill.com/brill-typeface
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004680630
http://brill.com
http://copyright.com


for Anna

∵

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



Contents

Acknowledgments ix

List of Figures x

Typographical Conventions xi

Introduction 1

1 Metatheoretical Orientation 4

1 Empiricist Linguistics 6

1.1 Observable and Unobservable Entities 6

1.2 Constructive Empiricism 8

2 The Pragmatics of Research 12

2.1 The Pragmatics of Explanation 13

2.2 The Pragmatics of Representation 15

3 Observables in Linguistics 18

3.1 Dispositional Character of Linguistic Competence 21

3.2 Constructed Expressions as Nomological Machines 24

3.3 The Role of Idealizations 28

4 Conceptual Level of Theoretical Descriptions 31

5 The Role of Typologies and Definitions 33

6 Summary 37

2 The Puzzle of Vehicle Selection 39

1 Metonymy in Pre-cognitive Approaches 39

2 Metonymy in Cognitive Linguistics 42

2.1 Metonymy as a Reference Point Phenomenon 43

2.2 Metonymy vs. Similar Conceptual Phenomena 45

3 Pieces of the Puzzle 48

4 Local Explanations 55

5 A Solution to the Puzzle 58

5.1 The Selection Metaphor 59

5.2 The Scope of Idealizations 62

5.3 Resolving Theoretical Dilemmas 64

3 Metonymies in Phonic Language 66

1 Constraints from the Dimensions of Construal 66

1.1 Immediacy of Contiguity Relation 68

1.2 Scope of Vehicle’s Dominion 73

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



viii contents

1.3 Scope of Domain and Specificity of Conception 80

1.4 Domain Selection 83

1.5 Perspective 89

2 Vitality 94

2.1 Mereological Vitality 98

2.2 Causal Vitality 109

2.2.1 Interlude: the Inus Condition 112

2.2.2 Causal Redundancy and Fungibility 114

2.2.3 Non-redundant Fungible Causes 117

2.2.4 Non-redundant Non-fungible Causes 121

2.2.5 Non-redundant and Non-fungible Effects 124

3 Cultural Conventions 127

4 Relative Priority of Factors 131

5 Summary 132

4 Metonymies in Sign Language 134

1 Introductory Remarks 134

2 Metonymy and Iconicity in pjm 137

3 Lexical Metonymies 141

3.1 Immediacy of Relation and Size of Dominion 141

3.2 Domain Selection 144

3.3 Perspective 152

3.4 Vitality 159

3.4.1 Mereological Vitality 159

3.4.2 Causal Vitality 162

3.5 Cultural Conventions 166

4 Formal Metonymies 169

4.1 Indexical Nominal Grounding 170

4.2 Spatial Placeholders 174

4.3 Reduplication in Verb Derivation 181

5 Summary 185

Conclusion 187

References 191

Index 202

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



Acknowledgments

I would like to express my deep and sincere gratitude to Henryk Kardela and

Maruszka Meinard for invaluable comments on a draft of this book. I also

thank anonymous reviewers of this book and reviewers of my articles about

vehicle selection in metonymies for their thought-provoking and challenging

feedback, which helped me to refine the theoretical insights presented in this

study. Sam Bennett’s assistance and comments proved essential for preparing

the final version of the text. Chapter 4 could not have been completed without

the contribution of Jolanta Rebejko, who prepared the figures with pjm signs.

Jerzy Durczak has kindly permitted to use his photograph for the cover of the

book. Last but not least, I thank the anonymous reviewers for their constructive

feedback, as well as Elisa Perotti and Bart Nijsten at Brill for their professional

assisstance during the publication process.

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



Figures

1 A model with empirical substructures 10

2 Effective reference as a reference-point phenomenon 75

3 Reference selection in (3) 76

4 Two stages of profile shift in No 10 78

5 Scale of conception in No 10 and the EU 82

6 Domain dependence in insects for disease 85

7 Domain dependence in expressions from (9) 88

8 The pjm sign for cow 138

9 The pjm sign for to eat 140

10 The pjm sign for building and house 142

11 The pjm sign for pirate 145

12 The pjm sign for computer 146

13 The pjm sign for gas 148

14 The pjm signs for sine (a) and brackets (b) 152

15 The pjm sign for fly (insect) 154

16 Objective versus subjective construal 155

17 The pjm signs for worm and chicken 157

18 The pjm sign for to stink 158

19 The pjm sign for automobile 160

20 The pjm sign for to hear 163

21 The pjm sign for to make dirty 165

22 The pjm sign for Poland 167

23 The pjm expression for cat lies on a man 176

24 The construal behind the pjm expression for cat lies on a man 177

25 The pjm expression for there are two houses … 180

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access



Typographical Conventions

– italic for phonological forms

– italicsuperscript for phonological forms in sign languages (superscript marks

the specific language)

– ‘single quotation marks’ for theoretical concepts in linguistics and natural

sciences

– small capitals for concepts, conceptual metaphors and metonymies

– [small capitals in square brackets] for cognitive domains

Hubert Kowalewski - 9789004680630
Downloaded from Brill.com 02/07/2024 12:20:20PM

via free access


	Contents
	Acknowledgments
	Figures
	Typographical Conventions

