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Editors’ Note to Volume Two

Volume two is a direct continuation of volume one of the Religious Rites of War 
Beyond the Medieval West collection. It addresses Central and Eastern Europe 
and is comprised of seven chapters. It begins with Yulia Mikhailova’s contri-
bution, which takes us to the east, namely toward Kievan Rus. Mikhailova 
addresses the important question of how the clergy were represented in the 
sources, providing a comparative analysis of the ways in which religious rit-
uals were described in Rus chronicles. Her work brings forward an important 
issue: religious rites do not appear in ecclesiastical sources for Rus, and she 
argues that this reflects how the responsibility for gaining divine approval fell 
upon the prince or the military leader. The next chapter, written by Dariusz 
Dąbrowski, analyzes the Galician-Volhynian Chronicle (also known as the 
Chronicle of Romanovichi), one of the most important historical monuments of 
Rus from the thirteenth century. Dąbrowski connects manifestations of divine 
support that appear in the chronicle’s depictions of war to the idea that war 
was a product of providence, which ultimately reflects (in part) the reality of 
the author and the participants in the wars described in the chronicle. As such, 
he presents us with an important opportunity to compare the representations 
of religious rites in times of war in this text with contemporary chronicles pro-
duced further to the West.

Moving from Rus, Radosław Kotecki analyzes military religion in twelfth and 
thirteenth-century Bohemia, particularly through the lens of St. Wenceslas. 
Kotecki analyzes the ways in which the people of Bohemia used rituals in times 
of war to get the aid of specific, regional patron saints, as opposed to more gen-
eral ones. He does this not only by considering rituals, but the physical objects 
that accompanied them. Robert Antonín’s chapter continues this focus on 
Bohemia, taking a broad approach to the present of pre-, intra-, and post-battle 
rituals from the thirteenth century and into the sixteenth. Antonín’s contri-
bution convincingly highlights that although considerable research has been 
carried out on these phenomena with respect to the early history of Bohemia, 
there remains considerable work to be done with respect to the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries.

Continuing this trend of underexplored topics, László Veszprémy outlines 
the historical evidence for religious rites in times of war in medieval Hungary, 
spanning nearly five centuries of evidence from the eleventh century to the 
Battle of Mohács (29 August 1526). As opposed to treating these phenomena 
in isolation, he draws together the instances of religious processions, battle 
cries, prayers, foundations, and blessing of banners, highlighting how they 
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shaped the medieval history of Hungary from the early days and until the end 
and providing an eclectic yet unified panorama of the ways in which war-
fare and religious rites went seemingly hand in hand. The volume’s focus on 
Hungary ends with Dušan Zupka’s chapter, which offers us a consideration 
of religious rituals in the context of the Kingdom of Hungary’s borderlands. 
Building on the findings of Vesprémy, Zupka’s paper explores religious rites 
in war as a response to threats coming across the eastern borders of medieval 
Christianitas. Treating the incursions of the Magyars, Cumans, Mongols, and 
Turks as case studies, he highlights the continuities and changes in terms of 
how contemporaries used religious rituals in times of war, a suiting analogy  
to the example quoted in the introduction to this volume.

The final paper is that of Jacek Maciejewski. Analyzing the Battle of Grunwald 
(15 July 1410) and the preparations for battle undertaken by Władysław Jagiełło, 
his chapter concludes this second volume. As opposed to the image of the 
Polish king, Maciejewski brings to light how ritual actions performed by  
the king and his army have a variety of different meanings and readings. Given 
that this battle took place between Christian powers (the Kingdom of Poland 
and Grand Duchy of Lithuania against the Teutonic Order), Maciejewski’s 
paper uses this to explain the highly ideological contexts of rituals as they are 
described in the chronicle evidence, demonstrating that rites performed before 
battle were just as powerful and symbolic as those performed in battle.

Radosław Kotecki offers an alternative to a “traditional” conclusion in his 
closing chapter of this publication. This entails a scholarly overview of the his-
toriography and methodology that historians have previously employed with 
respect to religious rituals, holy war, and warfare in the Middle Ages. Kotecki 
weaves together a complex narrative that addresses the meanings of religious 
rites and their specific relationship to warfare in the Middle Ages. More specif-
ically, he provides an overview of the findings of this book and contextualizes 
them within a broader framework of interdisciplinary medieval studies, high-
lighting how religious rites performed in times of war were multidimensional, 
culturally significant, and straddled both worldly and secular spheres of soci-
ety. Kotecki’s chapter can be seen as a call to scholars to incorporate the regions 
under investigation in this book into further, comparative research, with the 
hope that such work will only assist in forming future collaborations of schol-
ars. Pointing out the necessity for research that encompasses not just narrative 
or literary sources, but also liturgical, legal, and visual materials, Kotecki con-
cludes by demonstrating the seemingly universal nature of religious rites in 
times of war in the Middle Ages. This makes them an extremely useful lens 
through which to view contemporary expectations and desires regarding vio-
lence and religion.
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